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All that the Father giveth me, ſhall come unto me; and him 
that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. 

For I came down from Heaven, not to do mine own Mi 15 but 
the Mill of him that ſent me. 

And this is the Father s Will, which hath oth me, that of all, 
which he hath given me, 7 ſhould loſe nothing, but 2 
raiſe it up again at the laſt day. 

And this is the Will of him that ſent me, that every one, 
which ſeeth the Son, and believeti on him, may have ever- 
"OE Life, and I will _ him x at the laft 28 


HE holy Scriptures, being the Word of 
God, muſt needs be perfectly conſiſtent. 
Moſes and Samuel, David and Ifaiah, 
Paul and James, being metely the amanuenſes 
of the holy Ghoſt, muſt perfectly harmonize, 
Precepts, threatnings, warnings, judgments, 
counſels, exhortations, invitations, promiſes, 
privileges, hiſtories, examples, types, and 
parables, all centre in one point, and in divers 
methods ſubſerve the ſame great end. All 
agree in certain grand out-lines: all draw, 
and illuſtrate the ſame character of God, and of 
man: impreſs the ſame ideas of fin and 'of holi- 
neſs, 


1 


neſs, of time and of eternity, of happineſs and of 
miſery: and all concur in diſplaying the glory of 
the divine perfections in his diſpenſations of pro- 
vidence in this world, and his final diſtribution 
of rewards and puniſhments in the world to come. 
And though each of theſe conſtituent parts of 
holy writ anſwer not the ſame purpoſes, each has 
its diſtinct important uſe in the accompliſhment 
of one vaſt and uniform deſign. 

Bur tho' Scripture be in itſelf thus completely 
harmonious; yet man doth not readily perceive 
this harmony. Many imagine they ſee numerous 
inconſiſtencies and contradictions therein. Others 
judging it impracticable to reconcile the ſacred 
penmen ; according to their peculiar ſentiments, 
give a partial preference to one above another, 
and ſet them in oppoſition to each other. Each 
fect or party profeſſing Chriſtianity, appeals | 
to Scripture in proof of their diſcordant te- 
nets, And multitudes, content with thoſe paſlages, 
which ſeem to ſpeak the language of ſome favourite 
ſyſtem, paſs over all the reſt, as if nothing to the 
purpoſe, or nothing to ther, a mere * caput mor- 
tuum in divinity. 

THESE things are notorious : but whence do 
they ariſe? We muſt allow, that the vaſtneſs of 
the deſign revealed in ſcripture, which has re- 
lation to things unſeen and eternal, and to the 
perfections of the incomprehenſible God, muſt 
needs exceed the capacity of our narrow minds, 
and cannot enter the underſtanding at once, nor 


* The worthleſs inſipid maſs, that remains when the 


ſpirits are all drawn off by diſtillation, Or the mere Es 
which is left in refining metals, 


be 
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be apprehended at one glance. Thus viewed in 
parts, the unity is broken, and the harmony ob- 


ſcured. Inſomuch that we may juſtly queſtion, 
whether any creature can perfectly comprehend 
the conſiſtency of this glorious plan, ** which An- 
gels deſire to look down into.” But there are 
other reaſons of this difficulty. The Bible is a 
revelation from God to Sinners: and it ſeems an 


apparent intention of the holy Ghoſt, ſo to arrange | 


and conſtitute this revelation, as to make trial of 
men's ſpirits ; and to diſtinguiſh betwixt the hum- 


ble teachable enquirer, who reads to learn the way 


of ſalvation ; and ſuch as read the Scriptures with 


captious ſelf-ſufficiency, to ſtart objections; with 


attachment to a party, to find weapons of angry 


controverſy ; or with a worldly and ſenſual mind, 


to find excuſe for their luſts. The zway-faring 
man, tho' a fool ſhall not err therein.“ But. the 
Lord ““ taketh the wiſe in their own craftmeſs.“ 
And“ if any receive not theLove of THE TRUTH, 
* that they might be ſaved; for this cauſe God 


66 ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould 


*© believe a lye; that they might all be damned, 
© who believe not the truth, but had pleaſure in 
_ © unrighteouſneſs.” And,“ faith Chriſt unto his 
Diſciples, “ unto you it is given to know the my- 
_©* ſteries of the kingdom of God; but unto them, 
e that are without, all theſe things are done in 


«* parables, that ſeeing they may ſee and not- 


& perceive, and hearing they may hear and not un 

6 derſtand, leſt at any time they ſhould be con- 

„ verted, and their fins be forgiven them.“. 
bs * 'Thefl. 11. 10—12. | | | 

+ Compare Mark iv. 12, 13. Matt. xii. 13, 14, 15. John 

$11. 40, 41. Acts xxviii. 25, 26, 27+ With Ifatah vi. 9, 10. 
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My Brethren, let us pray for an humble teach. 
able ſpirit, which will more avail in underſtanding 
the Scriptures to the good of our own ſouls, than 
all the acuteneſs and learning in the world: in 
proportion as we are of this temper, and really 
love truth and holineſs, we ſhall eſcape theſe dan- 
gers, and perceive more and more the conſiſtency 
of the word of God. * 1 
Bor as theſe things are imperfect, and counter- 
acted by remaining prejudice and corruption in the 
beſt of men; therefore we none of us perceive all 
that conſiſtency, which really ſubſiſts in divine re- 
velation.— This ſatisfactory diſcovery however, of 
the harmony of Scripture is doubtleſs a good teſt of 
the degree, in which wereally underſtand divine things: 
and ever ſince I have made the Bible my peculiar 
ſtudy, (which is now near twelve years,) this diſ- 
covery of conſiſtency in Scripture has been my 
invariable object. Nor could any arguments pro- 
cure my aſſent to the doctrine of Juſtification by 
Faith in Chriſt alone: until I was ſatisfied of its 
perfect agreement with the honour of the divine 
law, and the indiſpenſable neceſſity of perſonal ho- 
lineſs, and fruitfulneſs in good works, which I was 
fure were in the Bible every where inſiſted on. In 
like manner my objections to the doctrines of per- 
ſonal election and final perſeverance wereinſuperable, 
*till T was fully ſatisfied of their conſiſtency, with 
exhortations, warnings, invitations, and perſuafions 
on the miniſters part; and diligence, watchfulneſs, 
and ſtrenuous exertions on the people's; which I 
was, and am ſure, are far more ſpoken of in Scrip= 
ture, than theſe doctrines themſelves, At that 


time 


191 


time, which is nine years ago, I was ignorant of 
the ſentiments of modern Calviniſts: and ſince that 
period I am not ſenſible that any material alleration 
has taken place in my views of theſe N by 
all I have ſeen, heard, or read. 

WuHarT thoſe views are I judge myſelf called 
upon more fully to declare from the pulpit and the 
preſs : that is, I confider it my duty at preſent to 


lay before you, and the public, the ſubſtance of the 


_ doctrine I have preached to you, and ſhall 

bly preach, as long as the providence of God « con- 
tinues me among you. I ſay probably; for I truſt 
I am open to conviction, and defirous of inftruc- 
tion : and tho? groundleſs clamours, and flandrous 


accuſations, will not, I hope, influence me : yet 


poſhbly ' ſome perſon may point out fomewhat 
erroneous, and unſcriptural in this ſtatement of my 
ſentiments : and whether he do it publickly or 
privately, as a friend or an enemy, provided he 
convinces my judgment that I have been miſtaken ; 
he Mall certainly have my thanks and public ac- 
knowledgments for ſo doing. 


[ have in this view choſen a very copious text, 


but neither intend to enter particularly into the 
minutiae of explanation; nor to confine myſelf 
_ cloſely to it; but according to the following ſimple 
plan and method to advert to a variety of other 
Scriptures as I proceed. 

I, I obſerve from the text, that Chrift came 
down from heaven to execute the Father's com- 
miſſion. 5 He 


IT. That this commiſſion hath a ſpecial reference 


to thoſe, whom the Father had given him. 
III. That all theſe ſhall come o Chriſt, and 
none elſe will. 
IV. 
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us, and around us. 
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IV. That he will moſt certainly receive all that 
come to him. e ets 7 j 
V. That this commiſſion reaches to the infallible 
and everlaſting ſalvation of the body and ſoul of 
every one, who are given to him, and ſee him and 
believe in him.* . 5 
And VI. That all this is perfectly conſiſtent with 
many things which ſome Calviniſts in our day object 
to, and call Arminianiſm. This will naturally cloſe 
with a brief application.ä— And may God the Spirit 


* . 


open all our underſtandings and hearts, to under- 


ſtand and receive his truth; and bleſs this deſign to 
the edification and eſtabliſhment of many ſouls; and 
the promoting of true godlineſs within us, amongſt 


» 


I. CarisT came down from Heaven to execute 
the Father's commiſſion. ** I came down from 
& Heaven, not to do my own Will, but the Will of 
him, that ſent me.“ One would ſuppoſe this 


_ expreſſion, ** I came down from Heaven, would 


create conſiderable difficulty to thoſe, who look 
upon Chriſt as a mere man, that never was in Hea- 
ven, before his aſcenſion, But criticiſm in the 
hands of an ingenious man is a very magic wand, 


and nothing can ſtand before it. It were however 


to be wiſhed,” that this mode of interpretation had 
been conceded, as it were by monopoly, to the 


Socinians: and never had diſgraced their writings, 


* Another expreſſion for the ſame thing: Coming to him, 


is ſeeing, (not by the bodily eye, but by the mental per- 


ception, by an enlightened underſtanding) the ſuitableneſs, 
freeneſs, and deſirableueſs of Chriſt as a Saviour; and ſo be- 


lieving his teſtimony, as to apply to him, and depend on 
him for ſalvation, No | | 


Who 


[m7 
who call Jeſus their Lord, and God, and ptofeſs to 


truſt in him alone for fitvation. Oh! "whon will men 


ſhew reverence to the oracles of God, and ſuppoſe 
that the holy Ghoſt dictates proper language, which 


need not be tortured from its plain meaning in the 


cauſe of truth; whatever the intereſt of a party 
may require ? 


Bur let this hint ſuffice : we are I truſt otherwiſe 
minded as to the divinity of Chriſt, We profeſs 


at leaſt to believe, “that he was in the form of 
God, and thought i it no robbery to be equal with 


% God : but made himſelf of no reputation, and 
** took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was 


© made in the likeneſs of man.“ Originally he was 
no ſervant, therefore no creature : (for all holy 


creatures muſt be the ſervants of God); but conde= 


ſcended to aſſume that character along with human 
nature. In this character he acted on earth, and 
doth and ſhall act in heaven till the day of judg- 
ment, by commiſſion, and according to inſtructions. 
« He came not to do his own Will, but the Will of 
F him that ſent him”: In which he is not only 


our Saviour, but hath left us an example, chat we 


ſhould follow his ſteps. 


Wx are not to ſuppoſe there can be any oppoſi- 
tion betwixt the Will of the Father and that of the 


Son. But he then appeared as man, and intimates 
that he acted not by human partiality, but accord- 


ing to the counſel of God. Tis moreover the 


language of accommodation to our infirmities, and 


ſeryes to obviate our miſapprehenſions. 


Hor what is the general purport of this com- 
_ miſſion? Let us hear the word of God, It is 

a true ſaying, and worthy of all men to be re- 
s ceived, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to 
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«fave firmers.” God ſo loved the world, that 


4 he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 


<'believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have 


« everlaſting life. For God ſent not his Son into 
* the world to condemn the world, but that the 
* world thro? him might be ſaved.” His blood 
& 15 the propitiation for our fins, and not for ours 
*, only, but for the fins of the whole world.” “ 
Had the penmen of the Scriptures been of the ſen- 
timents with, and as nice in ſyſtematical conſiſtency 


as, many moderns they would never have thus 


expreſſed themſelves. For my part, I will uſe none 


of the above-mentioned arts of criticiſm to narrow 


the meaning of ſuch texts. And as J hope this day, 
previous to receiving and adminiſtering the Lord's 
Supper, in ſolemn prayer, to uſe theſe words, 
Chrift “ by his own oblation of himſelf once offered, 
made a full, perfect and ſufficient ſacrifice, ob- 
< lation, and ſatis faction for the ſins of the whole 
© World.“ I dare no more contradict this ſolemn 
profeſſion from the pulpit, than preach againſt the 
ſeventeenth article (that reſpects predeſtination ) 
which I haye ſubſcribed. —The compilers of our 
Liturgy evidently thought both true, and conſiſtent 
with each other, and J am happy to coincide in 
fentiment with theſe venerable characters; as at leaſt 
it vindicates me from the charge of novelty ; and 


_ were it otherwiſe I muſt for conſcience ſake leave 


my ſtation in the church of England.+ There are 


reaſons, why none but the ele& can finally be be- 


dee alſo, 1 Tim, ii. 5, 6.— John i. 19. 
J It is very well worth obſervation, that the Liturgy of 
the Church of England, though evidently Calviniftical, and 
compiled by known Calviniſts; is moſt pointedly oppoſite to 


nefited 
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nefited by the death of Chriſt ; yet thoſe reaſons 
relate to the application, not the purchaſe of redemp- 
tion. And there is a ſenſe of vaſt importance, in 
which it may be ſaid, and the holy Ghoſt hath ſaid 
it, „that his blood is the propitiation for the fins 
of the whole world.” In this I pray you ſuſpend 
your judgment, and hear me patiently. _ 

BrEyITY requires me to ſuppreſs many things; 


and to obſerve in general, that the main (tho not 
the only) object of Chriſt's appearing in human 


nature, and living ſo many years a holy ſufferer, 
and dying in unknown agonies on the croſs, was to 
bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and make pro- 
pitiation for iniquity ; as preparatory to his media- 


tory office in heaven, and his interceſſion for ſinners. 


The perfe&ion of his arduous obedience, and the 
intenſeneſs of his complicated ſufferings were doubt= 
leſs of indiſpenſable neceſlity, and of vaſt efficacy 
in this plan of redemption. | But it was the union 
of the Deity with the man Chriſt Jeſus in one my- 
ſerious perſon, which ſtamped it's full value on this 
ſacrifice for fin, And can any man, who believes 
the proper divinity of Chriſt, heſitate to pronounce 


Antinomianiſm- The concluſion of the general Thankſgiv- 


ing, much of the Litany, and innunierable other paſſages 


might be adduced in illuſtration of this obſervation. But 


the Collect for the day, when this Sermon was preached, is 


ſo directly appoſite to the ſubject, that I ſhall beg leave to 
inſert a part of it.— Stir up, O Lord, we beſeech thee 
the Wills of thy faithful people, that they plenteouſiy bringing 
Ft forth the fruit of good Works, may of thee be plenteou/ly 
„ rewarded, — It is much wondered that Socinians, Ari- 
ans, or Arminians can ſubſcribe our articles or uſe our 


Licurgy* It muſt be equally admirable if any Antinomians cans 
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it an inſinite ranſom ? Infinite honour was by fuck 
an ohedience done the divine law; and infinite ſa- 


tis faction made to divine juſtice by ſuch a ſacrifice.“ 


And thro' this infinite ſufficiency that hindrance, 
which aroſe from the perfect holineſs, and righte- 
ouſneſs of God, and the inconceivable demerit of 
fin, is thereby once for all entirely removed: Nor 
would it be any impeachment of the purity of the 
divine character; any deduction from the honour 
of his law; or any abatement of the horror and 
hatred, which we ſhould conceive againſt fin; tho 
God ſhould thro? Chriſt pardon all the ſinners, who 
now do, or ever ſhall live on earth  _. 


Even Calvin himſelf writes thus on Rom. 6, 18. © He 
© (the Apoſtle) maketh it the common grace of all men, 
<* becauſe it is propoſed to all, not becauſe: it is actually ex- 


** tended to all. For altho' Chriſt ſuffered for the ſins of the 
hole world; and is offered indiſcriminately to all men, by 


4c the goodneſs of God; yet all do not apprehend him.” And 


on 1 John ii. 2 **Chriſt ſuffered /xficiently for the whole world; 
but eficaciou/ly only for the eleR.” 


authority availeth any thing, I can eafily adduce abundance of 


And indeed if human 


evidence of that kind, when tis neceſſary, from the moſt 


reſpectable Calviniſtic divines. 


It is obje&ed, that it conſiſts not with the juſtice of God 
that any ſhould periſh, for whom Chriſt died, It is allowed, 


that Chriſt by dying intended to ſave none, but thoſe, who 
eventually are ſaved; that is the elect. In reſpect of this in- 
_ tention, he fays ** his blood was ſhed for Many, for the 


** remiſſion of fins :” and“ he gave his life a ranſom for ma- 
« ny.” But then in paying this ranſom, there was not only 


a ſufficient atonement made for them, but as it were a redun- 


dancy of merit, ſufficient even for the ſins of ali men. In 
reſpect of this /ufficiency, he is ſaid to give himſelf a ranſom 
for all.“ To be * a propitiation for the ſins of the avhole 
„world.“ Peter ſpeaks of theſe, © who denied the Lord, 


ho bought them and bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruc- 


tion!“ and Paul of © deſtroving thoſe for whom Chriſt 
50 died. ; | | 
In 


C8 I 


In love, paſſing knowledge, the Redeemer 
having executed this part of his commiſſion, riſes, 
and aſcends into heaven, there in glory at the 
Father's right hand, to complete the grand deſign ; 
and all hath power, and authority in heaven and 
earth, and all the fullneſs of the ſpirit at his diſpoſal 
for this purpoſe. This deſign conſiſts in pardon- 
ing, ſanctifying, defending, and bringing to perfect 
holineſs and felicity, all, who come to God thro? 
him. But this leads us to the 


The idea of Chriſt paying juſt ſo much for one, and juſt ſo 
much for another, and juſt ſo much for each ; and then adding 
the ſums together, and forming a large limited ſum, juſt 
ſufficient to ranſom the ele, but nothing over, appears de - 
grading, and unſcriptural, Once for all an all-/ufficient 
' atonement was made; and an immeaſureable fulneſs of Grace 
is treaſured up in Chriſt ro be communicated, according to 
the eternal purpoſe and counſel of God. Every believer 
receives from this fulneſs. Others remain under condemna- 
tion, not thro defect of merit in Chriſt, but thro? their own 
impenitency and unbelief. | PREY 

t ſeems from Rom. iii. 25, 26. that it would not have 
comported with divine juſtice to have ſaved ſinners without an 
atonement. Otherwiſe perhaps we ſhould have been raſh in 
aſſerting it. But where is it written, that God cannot con- 
ſiſtent with juſtice condemn any unbeliever? or that he 
is in 7z/7ice bound to give faith to him, becauſe of the ranſom 
Chriſt paid ? Doubtleſs he will fulfil his whole counſel, and 
ſave all he intended to fave. But previous to faith in Chriſt, 
no ſinner hath any claim upon his offended Sovereign. And 
afterwards the divine faithfulneſs and mercy are his ſecurity. 
But it ſeems to be a deduction of human reaſoning, not any 
_ doArine of divineRevelation, to aſſert, that even a believer can 
in ſtrict juſtice claim eternal Salvation, on the account ofChrit's 
atonement. It may be ſo; but I cannot find it in the 
Bible, and ſhall be obliged to him, that can point it out there. 
This is the more inſiſted on: becauſe otherwiſe invitations 
are cramped ; enquirers diſcouraged; and finners exculpated 
at leaſt in part. e FE 
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II. Thing to be conſidered. : 
Tnar this commiſfion has a ſpecial reference 
unto thoſe, whom the Father hath given to bim.— 
THovGn there be no remaining hindrance from 
divine juſtice to the ſalvation of any, or every fin- 
ner: yet there may be an hindrance equally inſu- 
perable from another quarter ; namely from man's 
depravity,—— The ſun is created, and placed in 
the open firmament for the common benefit of 


mankind: there is in that luminary no defe& of 


light, nor would be, were innumerable additional 
millions to partake the benefit, Yet all men do 
not ſee, wherefore ? not from any hindrance in the 

ſun, but from one in themſelves. God, who is no 
debtor to his creatures, gives the bleſſing of fight 
to whom he will : bur if he withhold or withdraw 


it, the man is benighted at noon day. 


CarisT was lifted up upon the croſs (like the 
brazen ferpent) and is held forth in the preached 
Goſpel, for“ all the ends of the earth to look 
© unto, and be ſaved.” This in general may be 
ſaid to be for the common benefit of mankind : 
there is no defect of merit, of mercy, or of grace 
in him; nor would be, if millions as numerous 
as the fand were to receive out of his fulneſs. But 
the want of a diſpoſition of heart, which fallen 
man has not, which God alone can give, but 


which he may juſtly withhold from a rebellious ſub- 


ject, effectually prevents every one's ſalvation, who 


receives it not. The caſe is N except that 
i 


bodily blindneſs is no man's ſin : but want of hu- 
mility, ſpirituality and love of God is ſin, original 
ſin, the fruitful parent of all other ſin in fallen 
men, and fallen angels. L * 


SUPPOSE 


C9 
SupPosE now the bleſſings of the Goſpel 
fairly propoſed with ſolemn warnings and preſſing 
invitations to two men of exact ſimilarity of cha- 
racer and diſpoſition ; left to themſelves in fimilar 
circumſtances, the effect muſt be the ſame. But 
behold ! while one ſcorns the gracious offer, the 
other trembles, weeps, prays, repents, believes! 
„Who maketh this man to differ from the other? 
4 or what hath he, that he hath not received?“ 
The anſwer properly underſtood decides the con- 
troverſy. Depravity produces different effects in 
vaſt variety, and gathers ſtrength by habits : Bur 
in the root, in it's nature it is the ſame, and equal 
in all men, This depravity can only be overcome 
effectually by a new creation, a a work wrought by 
the exceeding greatneſs of that mighty power, 
& which raiſed Chriſt from the dead.“ (I am not 
now arguing with thoſe, who oppoſe theſe Doc- 
trines.) | ' 3 
- In the caſe before us; the man who ſcorned 
the goſpel offer, had this work been wrought in his 
heart'by the energy of the holy Ghoſt, would cer- 
tainly have embraced it: had the other, who 
believed, been left to himſelf, he would as cer- 
tainly have rejected it. This diftinguiſhing grace 
is previouſly neither deſerved nor deſired by either 
of them; might juſtly have been withheld from 
both; but is graciouſly communicated to one, and 
not the other by a ſovereign God, © according to 
the counſel of his own Will.” © He, and he alone 
„„ hath made one to differ from another.” Now 
Taſk; was this diſtinction intentionally made, or 
was it not? If intentionally; was that intention 
firſt conceived at the moment oſ execution, or pre- 


viouſly? 


BEY 

viouſly ? If previouſly, why not from eternity? 
In ſhort the two doctrines of mans entire depra- 
* vity:”, And © of a new creation unto holineſs 
by the ſole energy of the holy Ghoſt, without any 
help and notwithſtanding every hindrance from 
nature,” can never conſiſtently be ſeparated from 
that of perſonal election. Nor upon this ground 
can any other reaſon be given, why any are 
ſaved, and ſanctified, but this:“ ©* that God hath 
« choſen us in Chriſt before the foundation of 
& the world, that we /hould be holy, and without 
blame before him in love: having predeſtinated 
© us unto the adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt 
* unto himſelf, according to the good pleaſure of 
« his Will; to the praiſe of the glory of his Grace, 
& whereby he hath made us accepted in the be- 

& loved; in whom we have Redemption thro? his 
© Blood, even the forgiveneſs of our Sins.” 
& Known unto God are all his works from be- 
c“ fore the foundation of the world.” In his un- 
ſearchable judgments; (Oh how deep are they!) 
doubtleſs for wiſe, and righteous purpoſes, tho? not 
clearly diſcernable by us purblind mortals, he was 
pleaſed to permit the firſt entrance of fin, the fall 
of Adam, and the depravation of the human race. 
It ſuits not my preſent limits to deſcant on this 
ſubject : I may ſcarce pauſe to drop a tear for the 
awtul Cataſtrophe. But that man is fallen and 
depraved, that the whole world lieth in wicked- 
neſs, all we ſee, all we hear, or read, or experience 
demonſtrates; and confirms the teſtimony of God 
in Scripture to this humbling doctrine. Utterly 


F Epheſians I. 4. 7 verſe, 


deſtitute 


© 8 


deſtitute of love to the holy character of God, ef 
deſire of his favour and delight in his ſervice, 
and without gratitude for his benefits, or re- 
gard to his glory, man 1s univerſally diſpoſed to 
inordinate idolatrous ſelf- love, and love of worldly 
objects. His own honour, and glory he ſeeks, 


1s own imagined excellencies he admires, his 


crimes he vindicates, or excuſes ; he affects to be at 


his own diſpoſal, wiſhes to be independantly his 


own carver, and would by his own good will have 


all others admire, and honour him as much as he 


does himſelf. At the ſame time he alſo idolizes 
worldly objects; and © the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt 


of the eye, and the pride of lite,” he chuſes as 


his portion: theſe are his good things, for which 
he moſt ardently thirſts, on which he mainly de- 
pends, and in which he places his chief felicity. 
Hence eventually proceed all unrighteouſneſs, licen- 
tiouſneſs, and ungodlineſs, according to the differ- 
ent conſtitutional propenſities of different men. The 
© law of God is weak thro' the fleſh,” and cannot 
reſtrain their impetuous deſires : In the purſuit of 
their ſelf exalting, or carnal projects, the will and 
worſhip of God is neglected, the rules of juſtice, 

truth and benevolence violated ; and every excels 
committed. The wrath of God being revealed 


<« from Heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrigh- 


„ teouſneſs of men;”” and eternal puniſhment an- 
nexed to the tranſgreſſion of his holy law, by him 
to whom vengeance belongs :? When this 


is made known to the proud rebel, his neglect, and 


contempt iſſue in enmity againſt the holy character, 
perfect law, and righteous judgment of God.“ For 
d the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, is not 
« ſubject to the law of God, neither indeed can be; 
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ſw). 
ee ſo then, they that are inthe fleſh canno? pleaſe 


© God.” 


TuIs ſtate of the human race, God foreſaw ; 
and he, who alone 1s competent to eſtimate the 
tendency of ſuch a temper of heart, and the ma- 
lignity of ſuch a conduct, evidently conſidered them 
both as meriting eternal miſery, “and as veſſels 


— 


« of wrath fitted for deſtruction.“ $ 

_ RxgpaEmMPT1ON by the blood of Chriſt was 
evidently a moſt diſtinguiſhed part of his original 
plan. He was the Lamb ſlain from before the 


70 foundation of the world.“ Whatever other 
method infinite Wiſdom could have deviſed for 


his own glory in the ſalvation of ſinners; this was 
evidently the beſt ; for it was actually choſen. But 


this plan can have no foundation except in this hu- 


miliating truth; that all men, were ſo exceedingly 
+ W 


guilty, and deſerving of everlaſting miſery, that 
would have been derogatory to the juſtice, and holi- 
neſs of God to have been reconciled unto, or to have 


reſcued any of them from deſtruction, except thro? 
the interpoſition of ſuch a Sacrifice, as that of his 
cc well beloved Son in whom he was well pleaſed.” 


Tf man deſerves not damnation, deliverance from it 


is not of grace but of debt; and tho' eternal life 
muſt be an unmerited gift of God to any of his 


If we could not by other arguments prove the juſtice of God 


in the damnation of ſinners, the method of Redemption would 


alone demonſtrate it. And it is more our intereſt, and more 
becoming us, to ſubmit to his righteouſneſs, and apply for 
his mercy ; then in the midſt of our ignorance, and blindneſs, 
to ſpend our time in vain reaſonings upon a ſubject, for which 


we are incompetent; and making objections to what is unal- 


terably determined, whether we ſubmit to it or not. 


creatures, 


£ 4 3 
creatures, in propriety of language; yet it appears 
not but it might have been honourably given to us, 
without any occaſion for the death of Chriſt ; had it 
not been that man was ſo guilty, and God fo holy, 


that without this atonement, it would not conſiſt 
with his holineſs to fave fo vile a rebel. If this be 


not ſo, then Chriſt died in vain,” © © 
Bur if the proud, carnal, ungodly heatt of ſin- 


ful man is enmity to a holy God, and difdaths the 
authority, diſlikes the precept, and abhors the 
ſentence of his holy Law, which condemns him 


to eternal puniſhment for his crimes: And if the 
Goſpel, above every thing elſe, ſhews the malignity 
of fin, and the deſert of every finner : if it maintain 


the authority, magnify the precept, and vindicate 
the juſtice of the ſentence of the law: And if it 
give no quarter to any fin, ſave no man in his fins, 
but from all fin, and to all that very holinefs, which 
the law demanded, *© writing the Law in the 
«© heart:” could it be reafonably ſuppoſed, that 
man would not alſo hate, and quarrel with the 
_ Goſpel? It might have been previouſly expected, 
and matter of fact indiſputably proves, that the un- 
adulterated Goſpel, notwithſtanding it's ſurprizing 


largeneſs, and freeneſs of grace and love, is more 
_ offenſive to the proud rebel, than the very law itſelf, 


and excites more enmity and blaſphemy. Nor need 
we heſitate to aſſert that every individual, left to 


himſelf, would as infallibly have either neglected, 


and oppoſed ; or perverted, and abuſed the Goſpel; 


as they have broken, and quarrelled with the law. 
Hence all thoſe perſecutions of chriſtianity, which 


in many ages and places have raged : all that 


indifference and contempt, which in other places 


have prevailed: and all thoſe innumerable corrup- 
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tions of. chriſtianity, which have been deviſed, to 
render. it more palatable, or tolerable to the pride, 
or the luſts of men. 
FonxkszEIxO this as the inevitable conſe- 
quence of leaving the Goſpel to take it's own courſe 
in the world: knowing that all would reject, or 
| abuſe it to their condemnation : God. did not con- 
ſider himſelf bound in jſtice to afford ſuch obſtinate 
enemies any. further grace ; but judged that he 
might righteouſly leave them to the conſequences | 
of their perverſeneſs. And tho” this was not his 
plan; yet he deemed it ſuitable to the high purpoſes 
of his glorious kingdom, thus to leave numbers. 
He is no man's debtor, doth no man injuſtice, 
puniſhes no man, who hath not deſerved it, 
nor above his deſervings: and however men, may 
now dare to find fault, it will all be cleared up, and 
«© every mouth will be ſtopped” * at the day of 
cc wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
« God, who will render unto every man according 
«& * to his Works.“ | 
Bur where none hath any claim, may. he not 
- beſtow his unmerited favours on whom he will? 
„May he not do what he will with his own?“ 
Seeing none either deſerving of, or deſirin mercy 
in his way; but all hardening themſelves in impe- 
ninent, and obſtinate rebellion : in high ſovereignty 


he declares, © I will have mercy, on whom I will 


< have mercy, and I will have compaſſion on whom 
& I will have compaſſion. So then it is not of him 
ce that willeth, or of him that runneth, but of God 
ce that ſheweth mercy.”—** For he hath mercy, on 
«© whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he 
© hardeneth.” Not but that all who are ſaved, will 
run and eek. 5 and every one that e 115 
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ce th: But God's mercy is beforehand with the 


willing ſinner, his preventing grace hath produced 
this willingneſs; and therefore he wills, runs, ſeeks, 


and finds: * whilſt others left to themſelves and 


their own luſts, and Satan's temptations, in his 

righteous Providence meet with thoſe things, which 

harden them more and more to their deſtruction. 
DovzsTLEss he has reaſons for this diſtinction, 


but he deigns not to inform us of them; and who 


are we worms, rebels, and enemies, that we ſhould 
expect it from him ? 85 E C4E 

WurN therefore he firſt appointed his beloved 
Son (his elect, whom he had choſen) for ſalvation 
to the ends of the earth: that his grace might not 
be fruſtrated by man's perverſeneſs, (as otherwiſe it 


muſt have been); leaving others under the con- 


demnation of the law, and the tendency of their 
evil nature, to reject the Goſpel : from the begin- 
<* ning he choſe” a remnant of all nations, ©* unto 
* ſalvation, through ſanctification of the ſpirit, and 
cc belief of the truth; whereunto he calls them, by 
ce the goſpel to the obtaining of the glory of our 
© Lord Jeſus Chriſt.”+ Theſe are the perſons ſpoken 
of in the text, as given unto Chriſt” by ſome 
myſterious tranſaction (according to our low ap- 
pPrehenſions) betwixt the Father and the Son, when 


he undertook the work of redemption. With an 


eſpecial intention of their Salvation he ſhed his 
blood, I lay down” ſays he © my life for the 


6 ſheep.” His death was a ſufficient atonement for 


* Work out your own Salvation with fear and trembling ; 


for it is Gop, which vorketh in you to ail, and do, of his 


good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 12, 13. 9 
= + 2 Theſſ. ii. 13, 14. 


D 2 = 


tw 1] 


all; and this forms an encouragement for any; and 
leaves all without excuſe for neglecting ſuch great 
Salvation, thro* pride and love of fin, But he 
foreſaw, who would eventually partake of this in- 
Unite ranſom, and for them he ſpecially paid it. 
Theſe are his, before their converſion; „other 
© ſheep,” ſays he I have which are not of this 
«© fold:” meaning the unconverted Gentlies. When 
as loſt ſheep, they are wandring in the ways of de- 
ſtruction, he ſends his minifters by his provi- 
dence to, and (notwithſtanding the oppoſition of 
others, and their own diſcouragements, and pur- 
Poſes of removal) continues them in thoſe places, 
where each reſides, that by them he may ſeek and 
fave them, and bring them home to his fold. — 
<< Be not afraid, but ſpeak and hold not thy peace, 
© for I am with thee, and no man ſhall ſet on thee 
to hurt thee ; for I have much people in this City,” 
faith he to perſecuted Paul at Corinth, concerning 
the licentious inhabitants.* For theſe he eſpecially 
intercedes, and not for the world. Theſe God, 
ho is rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
© with he loveth them even when dead in 
e ſin, quickens“ by new creating grace, and 
thus makes them a willing people in the day of 
© his power in the beauties of holineſs.” Others 
are invited, but they only are made willing to come; 
the reſt make light of it and go their ways to 
other more favourite purſuits. Which leads me 
III. To obſerve, that all theſe ſhall come to 
Chriſt, and none elſe will. 
Tris is illuſtrated by the decree of Cyrus to the 
captive Jens: + © who is there among you” ſays 


* Aqts xviii. 9, 10. + Ezra. i. 


the 


* 
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the King ** of all his people, his God be with him, 
© and let him go up to Jeruſalem.” This was ge- 
neral for all. But many had got comfortable 2 
tlements at Babylon, diſaffected a long and danger- 
ous journey, and cared not enough for the aſhes of 
the holy City, to leave, venture, and endure ſo 
much for their ſakes. Who then went? „ All they, 
«© whoſe ſpirit God had raiſed up to go:“ and none 
elſe. The others might and could, had they had 
a willing mind, but they had not, and therefore 
went not. Nor would any have gone, had not God 
interpoſed to make ſome willing. 5 
May not finners come to Chriſt > How runs 
| the proclamation? © Let him that is athirſt 
© come, and whoſoever vill, let him come.” Ha! 
& every one that thirſteth, come unto the waters.” 
& How long ye. fimple one's will ye love ſim- 
&« plicity, and ſcorners delight in their ſcorning, 
© and foils hate knowledge. Turn you at my 
© reproof ; behold, I will pour out my ſpirit 
«© unto you.“ Seek the Lord, while he may 
© be found, call upon him while he is near; let 
© the wicked forſake his way, and the unrighte- 
„ ous man his thoughts, and let him return 
© unto the Lord, and he will have mercy on 
© him, and to our God, and he will abundantly 


* I gladly refer to a letter of Archbiſhop Uſher's, for a 
more full diſcuſſion of this point; and for this and ſeveral 
other illuſtrations, and arguments. It may be ſeen in the 
Theological Miſcellany, for May 1786.“ RO | 

I need not add that the peruſal of it was peculiarly ſatisfac- 
tory and delightful to me: for this every one will give me 
credit, when I obſerve, that I found thoſe views, (which I 
bad long poſſeſſed, and which many had condemned as novel, 
and fingular,) fully maintained by one, of ſuch eſtabliſhed 
reputation for Learning, Orthodoxy and Piet. 
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ce pardon,” No as Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 


© as though God did beſeech you by us, we pray 
you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled unto 


God.“ We beſeech you, that you receive 
© not the grace of God in vain.” + Who is ex- 


cepted by name or character from theſe general 


proclamations ? Chriſt complains of men, ** that 
* they will not come to him, that they might 
% have life;” and pathetically ſays of Jeruſalem, 
«© How often 2would I have gathered thy children, 


© as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 


* and ye would not.” Jehovah confirms it with 
an oath, ** that he hath no pleaſure in the death of 
& the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn 
* from his way, and live, Turn ye, turn ye, 


* why will ye die?“ Juſtice indeed demands the 


execution of the criminal: But the merciful. 
Prince, as it were, ſheds tears, whilſt as a matter 


of neceſſity, (if he will maintain the honour of 


his kingdom), he ſigns the death warrant. And 
the reaſon of deſtruction of finners is this: 
46 Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, I have 
4c ftretched forth my hands, and no man re- 


é garded; but ye have ſet at nought all my 
& counſel, and would none of my reproof, I alſo 


« will laugh at your catamity, and mock when 


« your fear cometh.” 


Bor perhaps they cannot. This is true, if 


truly underſtood. *Tis a moral, not a natural 


inability. Is this diſtinction uſeleſs, and unin- 
telligible? Is there no difference then betwixt a 


* Iſaiah lv, 6, 7. 
+ 2 Cor. v. and vi. chapters. 
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covetous wretch, who with a full purſe hath 0 


heart; and a compaſſionate + man, who hath no 


money, to relieve a fellow-creature in diſtreſs 2 
Both are effectually prevented, but the one from 
himſelf, the other by an external hindrance. Every 
heart at once indignantly condemns the one, and 


wholly juſtifies the other. Stript of all falſe co-, 
louring, the one could if he would, and the 
other would if he could. Our God cannot lye. 
Wherefore? Not through external reſtraint, but 


through the perfection of his eſſential holineſs. 


Satan cannot but hate his Maker. Wherefore? 
Not becauſe of outward force, but through the 


horrid malignity of his diſpoſition.“ 


* If there be vo real difference betwixt the want of natural 


faculties, and the want of moral diſpoſitions; there can be 


nothing culpable even in Satan's oppoſing God, and endea- 
vduring the deſtruction of men; for it is as impoſhble at leaſt 
that he ſhould do otherwiſe, as that ſinners ſhould perfectly 
obey the Law, or of themſelves repent, and believe the 
Goſpel; And if they are excuſable, Satan is conſequently fo 
too. Indeed, on this ſuppoſition, all characters are reduced 
to a level; for in proportion to the degree of evil diſpoſition, 


or moral inability to good, evil actions become excuſablez 
and by parity of reaſon, in proportion to the degree of moral 
excellency of diſpofition, or of moral inability to evil, good 


actions being unavoidable, become leſs praiſe worthy. 'T hus, 
the more inwardly holy any man is, the leſs efteem is his 


piety, jnſt ice, and charity, entitled to; for he can ſcarce do 
_ otherwiſe. An Angel (as confirmed in holineſs) is ſtill lefs 


entitled to commendation; for in /ome /en/e it is impoſſible he 


ſhould do otherwiſe than be holy: He cannot ſin, And through. 


neceſſary excellency of nature, it is ſtridly impoſſible God 
ſhould do any thing inconſiſtent with the moſt conſummate 
wiſdom, juſtice, truth and goodneſs, He canuot: And ſhall 
we ſay, this inability (which is the incommunicable glory of 
his nature) renders bios leſs emitled to our admiring, adoring 
grateful love, than otherwiſe he would be ? a 
Every 


SINNERS 


11 
| 
it 


once willi 


an 


Suns cannot be ling to ſtoop ſo low, 
and Jeave ſo much, to part with every luſt, and 
renounce the world and deny themſelves, and 
bear their croſs, and follow Chriſt ; and without 
this willingneſs, they cannot be his diſciples. 
This is the real, and only hindrance.  Wete they 

they would aſk, and God would 
give chem all the reſt. nr 

Com they not becauſe theſe bleffings were 
not intended for them? No man out of Hell 
knows this; and but few habitually think it. 
God's ſecret purpoſes, and open A 17 


Every body ſors what confallon would be introduced into 


* a 


civil and domeſtic concerns, if no regard were paid to this 


diſtinction, and an inveterate propenfity were allowed as an 
excuſe for crimes. No leſs would it introduce into all our 
diſcourſes on divine things: As it runs directly counter to all 
our rules of judging of characters and actions. A gcod out- 


ward action without the leaſt corre ſpondent diſpoſition, is in 
reality mere hypocriſy: As the diſpoſition to good, and 


averſion to evil encreaſes, good actions have more genuine 


Fucerity, and the character more amiableneſs. When we can 


ſay with the Apoſtles, © We cannot but do, fo, and ſo“ 
we are entitled to as much efteem and approbation, as mere 
men can be. And as this moral inability to evil, is much 
ſtronger in Angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
we are taught to look forward to ſuch a holy eſtate and temper . 
as the ſummit, of our wiſhes and defires. And God himſelf; 
who (being under no reftraint, but doing his whole pleaſure,) 
cannot but be perfectly, and unchangeably holy in all he doeth; 
is 1 as the object of ſupreme love, admiring gratitude 
d adoring praiſe. | ot 
On the other hand, a bad action, if done without intention, 
or the leaſt diſpoſitign to ſuch moral evil, would be deemed: 
purely accidental, not culpable. When contrary to general. 
diſpoſition and character, and the effect of ſudden temptation, , 
it is conſidered as more venial, than when the effect of a 
rooted diſpoſition. And for à crimiaal to plead, I am fo 
774 | propenſe 
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ſectly coincide: „ But ſecret thipgs belong unto 


„the Lord our God, and the things, which are 


ce revealed to us; (a diſtinction not enou 
attended to:) the former are not, nor can be, the 
rule of our conduct, but the latter are; which 
exclude none, but thoſe who will not come to 
the Goſpebfeaſt . Eſau ſold his birth- right for 
one morſel of meat: God intended not that birth- 
right for Eſau, but for Jacob: But this, not be- 
ing the motive of Efau's conduct, forms no ex- 
cuſe for it: He is condemned in Scripture as 
profane, and a deſpiſer of his birth-right, an ex- 
ample of one, who repented not *till it was too 
late, and a warning for us. T Proud contempt of 
| 1 to theft and cr uelt 7, that I could not help it, would 
be to cotidetnn himſelt as the vileſt miſcreant not fit to live, 
in the opinion of judge jury and ſpectators. | 


: * 1 


here can de no difficulty in proving that this diſtinction 


is implied throughout the Bible; and has its foundation in the 
nature of things; and ſo far from being novel, it is impoſſible 

that a rational creature can be unacquainted with it. No 
man ever yet #;/ed the diſtinction between the ſick ſervant 
who could not work and the lazy ſervant, who had no heatt 
to his work: that is betwixt natural and moral inabſlity; 
But human nature muſt be laid low, and Grace exalted; 
Which lays human nature loweſt? To rank him among the 
brutes, ho have no power; or among infernal ſpirits, who 
have no diſpoſition to love; and ſerve God? Or which moft 


exalts Grace? To ſave a wretch, who could not help thoſe 


crimes, for which he is condemned to Hell: Or to fave a 
rebel, who willingly was an enemy to his Maker, and per- 


| fiſted in that enmity, till Almighty power, by a new creation, 


Fg 


: 2 his obſtinacy, and made him willing to be recon- 
Ciled? a os 35 


* Matthew xxii- 1. 


— 


who would not for Efau's tears, after that, which he had 
done in bleſſing Jacob. I have no objeE&ion to thi; interpre- 
tation, The cale is ſtiil the ſame: Etau's oonduct is con- 
demned, which is all the parallel requires. And certainly in 


this world, no man truly repents, or fincerely ſeeks repentarce, 
too late. „5 _ | 
3 A 


+ Some refer the word ( pidrxic ) © repentance? to Iſaac; | 
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a free Salvation, ovyer-valuation of earthly - blefs- 
ings, and profane diſregard for ſpiritual bleſſings, 
are the real motives of men's rejecting the Goſpel ; 
and therefore no unknown purpoſe of God is 

allowed as any excuſe, *Tis true; the Elect were 
of the ſame diſpoſition, and would have made 
the ſame choice, if left to themſelves : Therefore 


boaſting is excluded, and God appears glorious 
in juſtice in condemning Sinners, but more glo- 


rious in Grace in ſaving Believers. _ 
We read afterwards, ** No man can come unto 


me, except the Father that hath ſent. me draw 
_ © him.—They ſhall be all taught of God; every 


© man therefore, that hath heard and learned of the 
Father, cometh tome.“ We here ſee how this other- 
wiſe inſurmountable hindrance is removed. They 
are drawn by rational inducements, not forced by 

external violence : And this drawing 1s by the com- 
munication, not of new faculties, but new diſcove- 
ries, and diſpoſitions, which give a new direction to 


the judgment, deſires, inclinations, and affections. 


They are taught of God, and learn of the Father, 
who both opens the eyes of their underſtanding, 


takes the veil from their heart, and cauſes his light 


to ſhine upon them, and within them. After long 
patience with them, and preſerving them during their 
ungodly courſe of life ; perhaps when they are 
grown more determined in wickedneſs than ever, 
and one would think nigh unto deſtruction; by 


his holy Spirit he ſhews them his glorious majeſty, 


and holineſs, and their relations and obligations to 
him; and the authority, extent, and reaſonableneſs 
of his law; Convinces them of fin, of righ- 

| © teouſneſs, 


N | 
te teouſneſs, and of judgment;”® and lays open the 
eternal world to their view, in all it's tremendous 
importance: thus they, alarmed at their danger, 
tremble at his word, and are warned to flee from 
the wrath to come. Their terror is accompanied, 
by humiliation, and penitent remorſe, when he 
teaches them the ſinfulneſs of ſin, and the vileneſs 
of their conduct and character. All reformation 
and amendment prove utterly inſufficient, whilſt 
he ſhews them how even their beſt righteouſneſs is 
mixed with fin. Whilſt others, after awakenings, take 
ſhelter in this refuge of lyes, they are taught to ex- 
claim, We are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
*© righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags.” Thus by 
deſpair of atoning for the paſt, or juſtifying them- 
ſelves before a holy God, by ſuch unholy ſervices, 
they are made willing for a free Salvation, 

YET perſonal holineſs they diſcover to be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; for they are taught that 'the Lord 
44 is a God, that can have no pleaſure in iniquity:“. 
Nor can a ſinner be meet for a holy heaven, and 
the enjoyment of a holy God, without conformity 
to his holineſs. Thus they are preſerved from that 
fatal refuge of lies, (into which love of fin betrays 
numbers,) of perverting the doctrines of grace into a 
reaſon for being ſatisfied in the neglect of holineſs. 
At the ſame time they are taught of God their own 
utter inability to obtain this holineſs, but from him, 
and learn to prize ſanctification by the ſpirit, as 
highly as redemption by the blood of Chriſt, Theſe 
important concerns occupying their hearts, worldly 


* I mean not to limit the extent of this important text. 
Among other things it certainly means, convincing men of 
their guilt, of God's juſtice in his threatnings, and of the 
certain exceution of them at the Day of Judgment on the 
Piince of this world, and all his ſubjects. 


E 2 wy objects 


of time and eternity. 
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objects ſeem diminiſhed, and they are taught 
comparatively to deſpiſe them, and count them as 
nothing in compariſon of the ſalvation of their ſouls: 
and thus they become 12 to deny themſelyes, 
forſake all, and follow Chriſt, bearing their Croſs: 
Whilf others periſh in the vain attempt of ſerving; 


; 4 


* 


God, and Mammon; and reconciling the intereſts 


* 


AND thus, the hindrances being removed, they 


eaſily learn under ſuch a teacher, the grand leſſon of 


all; without which all others were uſeleſs, and to 
which all elſe are ſubordinate, We muſt mention 
one thing before another; but I mean not to de- 
termine in what order theſe leſſons ſhall be taught, 
or whether more ſpeedily, or more gradually, 
But in his own time and manner, the divine Spirit 
ſhall teach every ele& perſon, the nature, truth, 


and glory of the Goſpel of Chriſt, Shall ſnew him 


that 'in the divine Saviour, in his righteouſneſs, 
ſacrifice, interceflion, and grace, is all he wants, 
or can defire. Now he feels an ardent longing for 
an intereſt in Chriſt, and all his bleſhngs, and fears 


nothing ſo much as being rejected, but makes 


(trembling perhaps) his earneſt application. Be- 
© hold he prayeth !* As a condemned criminal, a. 

N inner, he PR, he applics, he waits; 

e perſiſts in waiting and praying; and giving up. 
eve other hope Favs, 4 Lo 1 to —— FI 
*© go, thou haſt the words of eternal fe.” Now 
he reſpects every iaſtruction, obſerves every direc- 
tion, uſes every means, watches againſt every fin, 
attends to every duty : yet truſts in nothing but in 


the free mercy of God thro” the redemption of his 


Son; whom now he defires * to be made unto him, 


te wiſdom and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification. and 


s redemption.” 
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« redemption.” Now he is very apt to ſuſpe& 
that his mode of application is not right, becomes 
Jealous of himſelf leſt he ſhould be miſled ; and tho? 
he longs for relief from the burden of his guilt, yet 
he fears loſing his diſtreſs improperly z and ſtill 
ſeeks for more earneſtneſs, and deeper humiliation; 
Thus he will take no denial, yield to no diſcou- 
ragement, and be ſatisfied with nothing ſhort of 
ALL, that Chriſt died to purchaſe, and is exalted to 
beſtow 5 pardon, righteouſneſs, holineſs, lil 
victory, and eternal life, Thus ſhall all, whom 
the Father hath given unto Chriſt, being taught, 
and drawn of him, come unto him. And is this 
our experience, or is it not? It is for ſubſtance, 
tho' with circumſtantial variations, Itruſt, the expe- 
rience of all true Chriſtians: And yet I fear many, who 

are zealous for orthodox doctrines, are ſtrangers to 
this method of coming day by day to Chriſt for 
his complete Salvation. I proceed 
IV. To obſerve that Chriſt will moſt certainly 
receive all, who come unto him. This is here 
moſt emphatically declared, <© him that cometh 
* unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out;” and per- 
haps the double negation in the original is yet more 
expreſſive, Had the vileſt ſinner, who ever trem- 
| bled at the deſperate apprehenſions of having ſinned 
beyond all reach of mercy, been allowed to draw 
up a clauſe for his own encouragement in comi 
to the Saviour, he could ſcarce have. worded it 
more favourably. Imagine the baſeſt character, 
which ever diſgraced humanity, and ſcourged the 
world; one grown. hoary in multiplied rapines, 
murders, adulteries, rapes, and unnatural luſts; 
and breathing out perjuries and blaſphemies, as if 
ambitious of pre-eminence in prophaneneſs : Yet 


ſhould 


% 
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ſhould even this man truly come to Chriſt, * he 
will in no wiſe caſt him out.” Suppoſe the moſt 
conſummate villainy, to the very verge of life, 
carried on under the broad vizor of deſigned hypo- 
erify : or ſome wretch, embuldened in ſin by the 
very Goſpel itſelf, had given ſuch ſcandal, that 
thouſands in Hell ſhould curſe him as the occaſion 
of their perdition; or ſome vile apoſtate, or ſome 
Judas, who had betrayed, and ſol! their Lord. 
I fay, if ſuch really come to Chriſt, as hath been 
deſcribed, he will, he can in no“ wiſe caſt him 
te out.” He cannot; not from a natural, but a 
moral inability: He cannot deny himſelf; © He 
cannot alter the word, that is gone out of his 
<« Itps.“ I argue not that ſuch perfons probably 
will, or actually do come; for “ there is a fin unto 
* death” and“ tis impoſſible to renew ſome unto 
r repentance.” But did they come, even at the 
laſt hour, they ſhould © in no wiſe be caſt out.” 
Should there then be one preſent, who is ready to 
deſpair, and trembles to approach the mercy ſeat, 
becauſe he expects, and dreads a repulſe; let him 
make trial, and plead the promiſe, and wait the 
Lord's time in his way; and he ſhall find, that 
neither aggravated guilt, nor ſtrong corruptions, 
nor inveterate evil habits, ſhall exclude him from 
this full Salvation. : 

Nor has any man occaſion to enquire previouſly, 
whether he be ele&, (for *tis impoſſible to know 
that:) He need only aſk himſelf; am I fin- 

cerely willing to be ſaved from ſin, and all it's 
- eonſequences in the humbling, ſelf-denying me- 
thod of the Goſpel? Believing that Jeſus alone is 
able thus to fave me, do I apply to him, and truſt 
ip him for theſe things? And am I fo willing, as 
2 to 
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to obſerve his directions, and uſe the means he hath 
appointed for that end? Every approach to a 
temper and conduct ſo oppoſite to corrupt nature; 
muſt be from ſome kind or degree of influence from 
the holy Spirit. But as many promifing ap- 
pearances are blighted, and the Scripture ſpeaks of 
ſuch as * had been partakers of the holy Ghoſt, 
* and had taſted the good word of God, and the 
© powers of the woild to come; who yet fall 
„ away: We are conſtrained to admit that not 
every operation of the holy Ghoſt, is that good 

work, which diſtinguiſhes the choſen people of 
God.—Nay probably tew periſh, where the word 
of God is preached, without many awakenings, 
many fears, many deſires, and feeble endeavours, 
Which are all ſubdued, and extinguiſhed through 
the love of ſin. Many thus ſeek to enter in, and 
<< ſhall not be able.” Yet as far as there is any 
tendency to good in them, they are to be aſcribed. 
to a good cauſe: and not only ſtifling conſcience, 
but “ refiſting the holy Ghoſt” will be found 
amongſt the aggravations of fin in thoſe that 
periſh, at the day of judgment. I 
| Nor are thoſe, who are ſaved, free from the 
ſame guilt: but in them grace proves victorious ; 
and (though reſiſted,) by invincible efficacy gains 
the aſcendancy. This diſtinguiſhing work of God, 
will in time ſhew itſelf, and make it evident that the 
man was drawn and taught of God in coming to 
Chriſt. Hence, when all are invited, none will 
come, but they who are willing : none are willing, 
but as made willing of God: He makes none wil 
ling but the elect: he would have all encouraged, 
who are willing: He will have all ſinners left 


without excuſe : None can know his election, but 
| by 


e 

dy His vocation 3 nor his vocation, until he hath 
actually come to Chriſt: There is therefore no 
way to anſwer theſe ends, but by a free inviration. 
You otherwiſe quench the ſmoaking flax, and break 
the bruiſed reed : for the trembling ſinner may ſay, 
if 4 3 ſinner, may not come if he will, how 
ma ow that 1 

el 


that I may? For I know not that I am 
: But if any may come, I may; and now 1 
am heartily willing, and this gives me encourage- 
ment. Many are zealous for a ſyſtem, who under- 
ſtand not the argument: But he that does, will 
allow that this is the very knot of the whole con- 
troverſy; who makes a man willing to be faved 
in the method of the Goſpel ?'* If any natural pre- 
ferable diſpoſition, or any improvement of nature 
contribute to produce this willingneſs, then Ar- 
minianiſm muſt be fo far true, and boaſting intro- 
duced. But if God alone produce this willingneſs 
without any help, and notwithſtanding every hin- 
drance from nature; then Calviniſm is thus far 
true, and boafting is excluded. Do not miſtake me. 
Notions in the head, do fiot always ſuitably influence 
the heart and conduct, And many Arniinjang, 
are far enough from boaſting, are remarkably pious 
and humble: And too many Calviniſts are haughty, 
dogmatical, cenſorious, and contentions. But a 
humble believer in ** is a brother, and entitled 
to our love, though he cannot ſubſcribe to our 
whole creed. 5 5 Cat) 


* I fay, in the method of the Goſpel: For every man is 
willing to be ſaved from miſery, and made happy, if it may 
but be, in ſome way of his own, either favourable to h 

ride, or to the love ot fin : But God will not fave any man 
his own way, who rejects God's way. = ; 
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_ Howtevex this being the real queſtion, it has 
nothing in it, that militates againſt fuch invitations, 
for we only invite them to come, when ꝛbilling, 
not before. My Brethren, if you are thus willing 
boldly to the throne of Grace, and ycu ſhall 
nd mercy, and grace: But if any of you are not 
willing, raiſe no ſlander againſt Chriſt, nor blame 
his unwillingneſs, but your own. I proceed then 
V. To obſerve that Chriſt's commiſſion reacheth 
to the infallible and everlaſting Salvation of the 
body and foul of every individual, who are given 
to him, ſee him, and believe on him. © This is 
* the Will of him, that ſent me, that of all, that 
he hath given me, I ſhould loſe nothing, but 
5 ſhould raiſe it up at the laſt day. And this is the 
© Will of him, that ſent me, that every one that 
<< ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him ſhould have 
<< everlaſting life, and I will raiſe him up at the 
cc Jaſt day.” Indeed this concluſively follows from 
all that hath been already diſcourſed: As alſo 
from the unchangeable wiſdom, faithfulneſs and 
love of God : from his oath and covenant ; and 
many other things, which I am conſtrained: to 
omit. *©** Whom he foreknew, them did he alſo 
ce predeſtinate, to be conformed to the image of 
© his Son. Moreover whom he did predeſtinate, 
& them he alſo called; and whom he called them he 
& alſo juſtified, and whom he juſtified, them he alſo 
& glorified. What ſhall we ſay then to theſe things? 
he ie God be for us, who can be againſt us? 
He that ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
& him up for us all, how ſhall he not with him 
& freely give us all things? Who ſhall lay any 
* thing to the charge of God's elect? Who ſhall 
5 ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt? For I am 
F e perſuaded 
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ce perſuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
© nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
© any other creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jefus'our 
& Lord.” * To object here, that though nothing 
elſe can, our own ſin may, is ſaying nothing; for 
nothing hath any tendency to ſeparate betwixt 
Chriſt and the Believer but fin, or as powerfully 
tempting to fin. Our Lord ſays, © my ſheep hear 
& my voice, and I know them, and they follow me, 
* and I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of 
* my hand. My Father who gave them me, is 
& greater than all, and none is able to pluck them 
out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are 
© one.” + Now Satan, or any other enemy, can 
only endeavour to pluck the ſheep out of Chriſt's 
hand by tempting them to wilful Apoſtacy. But 
in this attempt, every enemy muſt be unſucceſsful, 
according to theſe Promiſes. Otherwiſe theſe, and 
all thoſe other numerous Scriptures, which are cal- 
culated to give a ſtrong conſolation to them, who flce 
for refuge to Chriſt, not providing againſt this only 
danger, mean juſt nothing at all. 
WHAT though many Apoſtatize! Who can be 
anſwerable for their preceeding ſincerity?“ * They 
went out from us, becauſe they were not of us, 
ſays one Apoſtle.” ** "There muſt be hereſies“ (falſe 
teachers, and falſe doctrines) “ that they that are 
approved may be made manifeſt,” ſays another. 
Doth this ſound harſh? Far am I from thinking it 
applicable to all, who decline in their profeſſion. 


* Rom, vili T John x. 27—30. 
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Suppoſe them not apoſtates, but backſliders. Can 
we poſitively ſay, this man dies impenitent? Such 
deciſions belong to God, not us. To be ſure, if 
a profeſſor run into notorious fin, or throw up his | 
religion, and liye and die impenitent, he will periſh: , 
For only he, who continueth unto the end ſhall 
he ſaved.” The doctrine of final perſeverance is 
not concerned in this caſe: The only queſtion is: 
Whether God hath not in his word engaged to pre- 
ſerve all true believers from thus finally departing 
from him? _ Rh 
Exckpr a man be truly converted he can only 
perſevere in fin, or hypocriſy. Except he hath 
{criptural evidence of his converſion, he cannot war- 
rantably conclude any thing concerning his per- 
ſeverance, If a Profeſſor be living in habitual fin, 
and encourages himſelf in ſuch a courſe by this doc» 
trine, he dreadſully prefumes. But the true chriſ- 
tian habitually and fincerely abiding in Chriſt, and 
walking in all his ordinances and commandments z 
in the midſt of his ſharp conflicts with corruption 
and temptation, and his fears of future conſequences, 
may find here a reviving cordial to refreſh his droop- 
ing ſpirits, and renew his ſtrength ; from the aſ- 
ſurance that Chriſt will make bim at length more 
than conqueror, and“ preſerve him from every evil 
£ work unto his heavenly Kingdom.” 
Taz ſtony ground hearers, however flouriſhing, 
having no rout in themſelves, muſt one day wither 
away. The ground overgrown with thorns (the. 
worldly profeſſor) will bear no fruit to perfection. 
But the feed, which falls in good ground (an honeſt 
and good heart, made ſuch by- divine grace) will 
bring forth fruit with Patience. Whoſoever drink» 
c eth of the water, which Chriſt ſhall give him (even 
| F 2 his 
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te his holy ſpirit) ſhall never thirſt, but the water 

„ which he will give him, ſhall be in him a well of 
© water, ſpringing up into everlaſting life. Spring- 
ing up in all holy affections, and flowing forth in all 


holy thoughts, words and actions, until it iſſue 


in eternal glory. The real chriſtian will be far 
from thinking he has attained : Still as a poor fin- 
ner he has cauſe for daily exerciſe. of repentance 
and faith ; daily need of the free mercy of the Fa- 
ther, and the precious blood of the Son, and freſh 
ſupplies of the grace of the Spirit: every day he 
has occaſion for watchfulneſs, and prayer: Oft he 


needs reproof and chaſtiſement : Seaſons of ſlack- 


neſs, and inſtances of tranſgreſſion he has to mourn 
over: and if he ſtep farther out of the way, whom 
ce the Lord loves he rebukes and chaſtens,” and in 
this manner, together with his fear put in his heart, 
he brings him back with weeping and ſpplication. 


The final perſeverance of all, who hold certain doc- 
trines, relate certain experiences, or make a cre- 


ditable profeſſion, cannot be made to conſiſt with 
matter of fact. But the final perſeverance of the 
true penitent believer in Chriſt, who is delivered 


from the dominion of fin; who through faith in 


Chriſt hath in ſome degree overcome the world, 
and aſpires after a more complete victory; who has 


learned to hate all fin, and delight in the law of 


God, and is hungring and thirſting after righte- 


ouſneſs, is doubtleſs a truth of God's word. Yea 


without a peradventure, the meaneſt, feebleſt true 
believer on earth ſhall infallibly be kept by the 
power of God, through faith unto ſalvation. ** For 


this is the will of him that ſent me, that of all 
whom he hath given me I ſhould loſe nothing, 


but raiſe it up at the laſt day,” | 
R bs AND 
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And this kacds.meto the uo nn 
IV. Thing to be conſidered. That all this is 
8 conſiſtent with many things which ſome 
alviniſts in our days object to as Arminianiſm. I am 
ſurpriſed to hear even ſome Calviniſts in doubt 
whether their principles be conſiſtent with the 
government of the world by rewards, and puniſh- 
ments propoſed as motives to the hopes an fears of 
mankind. Surely if the Bible do in an {art teach 
thoſe doctrines which are denominated Calviniſm, 
they muſt implicitly pervade every part: and we 
can have no Occaſion to have recourſe to an op- 
polite ſcheme, to account for any part of the di- 
vine volume. For what reaſon can any one ſuppoſe 
that puniſhment is leſs juſtly merited upon this 
ſcheme than the other ? God's fore-knowledge, or 
| ſecret purpoſe is not the effective cauſe, or inducing 
motive of any mans rebellion, impenitence, or re- 
jection of the Goſpel; and thefore can form no 
excuſe for them, nor render his condemnation 
leſs juſt, His decree deprives no man of any thing 
good, which he either poſſeſſed, or merited ; nor 
puts any evil diſpoſition into his heart: but merely 
leaves the ſinner to hiniſelf ; without any efficacious, 
invincible, unmerited interpoſition, to prevent him 
from deſtroying himſelf by his voluntary wicked= 
neſs and obſtinacy. And he muſt go far indeed 
from the whole ſcheme of chriſtianity, who ſuppoſes 
the reward of a believing finner is merited: The 

Arminian, if not alſo a S cinian (or nearly ſo) 
muſt allow with the Calviniſts, that it is 
a reward not of debt, but of Grace. Fear 
of future puniſhment, yea and hope of future 
reward, (tho' blind and preſumptuuus) anſwer, even 
in thoſe, who eventually periſh, important pu- 
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poſes in God's Providence: exactly the ſame upon 
one ſcheme as the other. Upon neither ſcheme 
are they effectual for the Salvation of the wicked: 
Upon either they keep the world in ſome meaſure 
of order, and prevent much wickedneſs. What a 
world would it be, were all the wicked entirely 
without fears of future puniſhment, or wholly 
deſperate? And the Lord in calling his Elect, 
and preſerving them, draws them on, and effects 
his purpoſes of love, in a confiderable degree, by 
means of their hopes and fears of future happineſs, 


or miſery. 


WHrarT then is thete in this inconfiſtent with 
charging guilt upon every man's conſcience : 
warning men to flee from the wrath to come : lay- 
ing open the law as the miniſtration of condemna- 
tion: Calling upon them to repent and believe 
the Goſpel : Exhorting them to lahour for the 
meat, which endureth unto everlaſting life ; to 
ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, to ſearch the 
Scriptures, to pray, to preſs into the kingdom of 
Heaven, to forſake their fins, and be ſeparate 
from ſinners? Theſe are the appointed means, 
which, in all ages have been owned of God for the 


conviction of ſinners : And though, without ſuper- 


natural Grace, they prove inſuſficient to overcome 
man's ſtrong corruption, yet they are ſuitable. 
means: As ſuitable as ploughing and ſowing, to 
procure the crop; though here alſo God alone can 
give the increaſe : So ſuitable, that in the mouth 
of the Priſoner Paul, they made even a proud Felix 


tremble ; and an Agrippa almoſt perſuaded to be a 


Chriſtian, Mts 
. Wnar is there in all this not conſiſtent with 


ing 


F 3 


ing them not to neglect ſuch great Salvation, nor 
to refuſe him that ſpeaketh : With declaring that 
it ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, than for thoſe who reject the Goſpel ? What 
is there inconſiſtent with exhorting men to exa- 
mine whether they be in the Faith: To take beet 
that nv man fail of the Grace of God : To giv 

_ diligence, to make their calling and election a 
and to be careful that no man deceive them, and 
that they do not. deceive themſelves > What in- 
conſiſtent with - diſtinguiſhing, between the. true 
Chriſtian, and the falſe Profeſſor; with exhorting 
Chriſtians to adorn their profeſſion ; to glorify 
God, to let their light ſhine before men; to be 
faithful in the unrighteous Mammon; to redeem 
their time; to walk circumſpectly ; to beware of 
growing negligent; to preſs forward, and to be 
ready to every good work > What inconſiſtent 
with declaring that hereby we know the Chil- 
& dren of God, and the Children of the Devil; 
Every one that doeth not righteouſneſs, is not 
* of God.” © Every one that committeth fin is 
* of the Devil?” 

FiNALLY, what is there inconfitlent with diſ- 
courfing to Chriſtians very particularly concern- 
ing the Chriſtian temper and walk; concerning 
relative duties, and all other duties; and ad- 
moniſhing, perſuading, |  reproving, beſeeching, 
exhorting them in every method, and by every 
motive, to walk worthy of God. who hath 
« called them to his kingdom and glory?“ There 
muſt be a vaſt diſadvantage in arguing againſt 
theſe things, which are ſo fully handled in the 
_ Scriptures, and naturally are expreſſed in Scrip- 

ture terms; And if we are proved inconſiſtent 
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may as ſenſibly give over | 
eating our food, and taking. medicine. } But if 


TE 
in cheſe things, we have this conſolation, that 
every penwan of the facred Scriptures will ſhare . 


the fame cenſure. But in one word: Are means, 
any part of God's plan? * If they are not: The 
argument not only concludes againſt practical 


preaching, but againſt 410 10 ching: And we 
ploughing our fields, 


means, as well as ends, are provided for in the 
divine counſels; then Calviniſm forms as firm a 
foundation for all exhortations, inſtructions, warn» 
ings, invitations, and expoſtulations of the 
preacher: And all diligence, and, watchfulneſs, 
and activity of the hearer, as the oppoſite doc- 
trine. I ſhrewdly ſuſpe& a firmer; for I ſhall 
hardly Le convinced that error ſubſerves holy 
practice, and truth ſubverts it. Indeed, upon 
the Calviniftical plan, beſides the native tendency 


of theſe means, there appears a more cloſe con- 


* That is to fay : Did God predeſtinate the end, with or 


without reference to the means, by which he intended to ac - 


compliſh the end? 


t Saint Paul was aſſured, in a viſion, that the lives of 


every individual, who ſailed with him, ſhould be preſerved: 
| Yet afterwards, he declares as poſitively, ©* That . the 


aved.“ 


% ſeamen continued in the ſhip, they could not be 
Acts xxvii. Was the event then doubtful? Was there any 
alteration in the purpoſe of God? Was the Apoſtle incon- 
ſiſtent? Or did the paſſengers act rationally, when, without 
heſitation, or any accuſatiun of the Able. as inconſiſtent, 
they went and cut the cords, and let the boat fall into the 
ſea, thus defeating the failors intention? | 

This was (as a friend obſerved to me) common ſenſe, 
which is a very different thing from the vain reaſonings of 
men in matters of religion, The truth is, God determined 
to ſave their hves, bit in this preciſe manner, and no other; 
and the means were as infallibly decreed, as the event. 


nection 


„ OO 
nection of the means with the bleſſing, from the 
_ conſideration of God's both appointing them, and 


promiſing the bleſſing, and inclining the heart to 


uſe them. . | 
AND now by way of application 


I. I meet a very common objection. If you. 


really believe theſe doctrines of Election and final 
Perſeverance, why do you preach them ſo ſparing- 
ly, cautiouſly, and practically? Let the objector 
read St, Paul's Epiſtles, and anſwer the objection 
himſelf, Hath there been a leſs proportion of 
theſe doctrines in my Sermons than in his Epiſtles ? 
And doth he not as carefully guard them from 
abuſe, and connect them as much with holy prac- 


tice as I do? A few verſes in an Epiſtle upon theſe 
doctrines, a much larger proportion upon the per- 
ſon, love, and ſufferings of Chriſt, and Faith in him, 
whole chapters upon a holy life and converſation. 
And if we do not thus proportion, guard, and con- 


nect them, hypocrites will abuſe them, infidels 
will deſpiſe them, and the weak will be ſtumbled 
by them, Nor are they at all proper ſubjects for 
addreſſes to ſinners, prejudiced hearers, or newly- 
awakened perſons: And I ſeldom find them in 
Scripture in this connection. Nor is this human 
- prudence: Chriſt ſays, “I have many things to 
& ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.“ 
And Paul to ſome, who had as good an opinion of 
themſelves; as any now have, I could not 
«* ſpeak unto you as unto ſpiritual, but as unto 
& carnal. I have fed you with milk, and not 
c with meat, for ye were not able to bear it; 
„ neither yet are ye now able ;” And gives a rea- 
ſon, which proves that Ry in our Congregations 
- arg 
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are not able; namely the prevalence of ſtrife, 
and contention among them. * 4 Ie 
THe truth is, many would ſcarce hear any thing 
elſe: And though I firmly believe the doctrines, 
and ſhould be glad for all real Chriſtians to have 
the comfort of them: Yet, when they are di/- 


Jointed from their practical influence, they form in 
my judgment a very {mall part of Chriſtianity. And 
if God will but bleſs the word to bring men to re- 


pentance, 
* x Cor. ii. See alſo 2 Peter iii. 16. 
+ I am rather ſurprized to find the ſame objection urged by 


many againſ *« The Diſcourſe upon Repentance;“ and that 
it hath been condemned as Arminianiſm, chiefly, I ſuppoſe, 


becauſe it hath nothing in it explicitly, concerning Election, 


or final Perſeverance, They, who do not ſee that the Author 
is a Calviniſt, have either read the book without much at- 
tention, or have very different ideas of Calviniſm, than thoſe 


contained in this Sermon, Whoever will carefully peruſe 


pages 72,73, 2d Edition, in note page 107; and p. 108, 109,110, 
will, if he have a ready diſcernment, ſee that the Author was 
a Calviniſt, though he never expreſsly treats on thoſe doc- 
trines. Nor can any one ſentence be produced inconſiſtent 


with 2hbo/e views, ſtated in this Sermon. But Repentance was 


the ſubject of that Diſcourſe; and I choſe to keep clole to the 
ſubject. It was mainly intended for the uſe of perſons, (with 
numbers of whom ] had ſome acquaintance) that were totally 
ignorant of Goſpel doctrines: not for thoſe who are eſta- 
bliſhed in them. To write a plain awakening diſcourſe, ſuited 
to teach ignorant people the way to Heaven, was the grand 


object (tho* ſubordinate ends were alſo aimed at): And look- 


ing upon thoſe doftrines ** not as milk, but ſtrong meat, not 
for babes, but for thoſe, who are of full age, and by rea- 
© fon of uſe, have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern good and 
evil,“ I ſaid nothing expiicitly about them: Judging, ac- 
cording to Mr. Whitfield's expreſſion, - that men ſhould go 
to the Grammar School of Kepentance and Faith, before they 
„go to the Univerſity of Predeſtination and Election.“ As 
J have very authentic evidence that God hath bleſſed that 

| | | 5 Diſcourſe 


[ 47 } 


pentance, faith, and holineſs, a Chriſtian hope, 


temper, and conduct; we ſhall in general find it 
no hard matter to convince them that this 1s the 
fruit of electing love, and the ſure earneſt of eter- 
nal glory. And if a few ſee not their privilege here, 
they will eternally rejoice in it hereafter, 


II. Gop's fecret purpoſes are conſiſtent with his 


revealed declarations : let then no ſinner vainly en- 
deavour to excuſe his fins, or quiet his conſcience 
by theſe doctrines. Though the Salvation of the 
righteous be wholly of the Lord; the damnation 
of the wicked is wholly of themſelves. And if the 
luſtre of theſe truths dazzles the eyes of ſome poor 
diſtreſſed ſou}, ſome weak Believer or Enquirer;-— 


Let them turn their eyes to another part of divine 


truth. Still, ſtill it is true, “that every one that 
s aſketh receiveth, and he that ſeeketh findeth, 
© and to him that knocketh it ſhall be opened.” 
III. How careful ſhould we be to aſcertain the re- 
ality of our converſion, before we take the comfort 


of perſeverance! An error in this matter proves fatal 


to thouſands; who miſtaking ſome tranſient emo- 
tions, and affections for true Grace, bolſter up 


Diſcourſe to the good of ſouls, I have ventured to inſert this 
apology, that a prejudice on that account may not prevent 
further uſefulneſs. Every Chriſtian man has his gift, and 
manner of aiming to do good ; and 1t would be well, if we 
| could but try to ſerve the common caule according to our 

own judgment and conſcience, and leave others the fame 
liberty: Remembering * that he who is not againff us, is on 
* our part.“ I would juſt further obſerve, that though the 
Epiftle to the Romans, and that to the Epheſians, have in 
them much upon theſe deep points; yet ſeveral, even of 
Paul's Epiſtles, have but little explicitly. And I would wiſh 
the candid Reader to peruſe them all, with this deſign; to 
obſerve the proportion theſe doctrines bear to the other 
| Parts. : | 
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their hopes to he end, by abufing theſe truths, 
and periſh with a lie in « 9 right hand. 

IV. The native tendency of theſe doctrines ( being £ 
completely to exclude boaſting, and to lead us to 
aſcribe all the glory of contriving, preparing, re- 
vealing and applying Salvation wholly to God the 
Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt; thus influencing to 
deeper humiliation, and inſpiring livelier gratitude, 
than any other ſcheme,) forms their chief excel- 
lency. Did we really live under their influence, 
we could never deſpiſe others, or admire and pre- 
fer ourlelves ; nor be angry with ſuch as differed 
from us. Indeed we ſhould in meekneſs inſtruct 
| thoſe, who oppole themſelves; we might argue, 
perſuade and exhort them; becauſe theſe are the 
means God hath eppointed, and we may hope for 
his bleſſing on them: But ** as the wrath of 
„man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God; we 
ceitainly ſhould neverſlander, revile,or contend with 
acrimony; or hold up an opponent to derifion, and 
contempt, whilſt with an air of conſcious ſuperio- 
rity (as if we had made ourſelves to differ“) we 

plume ourſelyes and our party on pre-eminent 
_ Viſcernment, if not integrity: For theſe are none 
of the means God hath appointed, nor can we 
expect a bleſſing on them; nor can they do any 
credit to the cauſe. 

Taxx heed therefore that your zeal for the doc- 
trine do not lead you into a ſpirit, and conduct 
diametrically oppoſite to that humility, compaſſion, 
meekneſs, and gentleneſs, which it is calculated ro 
inſpire, If Calviniſts will diſpute with acrimony ; 
| pals hard cenſures, or {ſpread ſlandrous reports about 

others; judge another man's ſervant, and be quar- 
relſome and implacable; to be ſure their doctrine 


is 


1 


2.40 2 
s not to blame, nor their belief of it; But their 
Want of more grace, if they have got any. Let the 
cauſe will ſuffer, and the doctrines will be blamed 
for the miſconduct of the profeſſor. And one mo- 
derate peaceable man, who loves and is kind to all 

.* *mhriſtians without reſpect of party, and adorns his 
EN * "ea: by a holy life, will do more to propagate 
the doctrine, than twenty angry diſputants, who 
3 humour the pride of their own party, and preju- 
* dice and diſguſt all others. Put on therefore as 
„ . 4 5 cleft of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mer- 
. 12 cies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, 
long ſuffering ; forbearing one another and for- 
: 4% giving one another, if any man have a quar- 


gn 2 


rel againſt any; even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo 
„ {allodoye.” 

*, . FinaLLy, my Brethren, if you have attained 

++ "to a ſcriptural aſſurance of your calling and Elec- 


tion, give diligence to the full aſſurance of hope 
- unto the end: remember from what a dreadful ſtate 
you are ſo wonderfully delivered; How free to 
you this deliverance ; what a price it eoſt your Re- 
deemer; what he hath done for you, and pre- 
4 for you: and while you rejoice in the Lord, 
- _ rejoice in your tribulations, rejoice in the hope of 
© _ -[the glory of God, in all your conflict and tempta- 
tions: Let the Love of Chriſt conſtrain you to 
$0 tre no longer to yourſelves, but to him, who 
died for you, and roſe again. Be ye therefore ſted- 
fact, unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
by of the Lord; foraſmuch as ye know that your 
labour: is not in vain in the Lord. 
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